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TO THE 


Northamptonſhire YEOMANRY. 


2 GENTLEMEN, 

| 5 72 HEN I had been prevailed upon to publiſh 
this Sermon, my attention was naturally 
| directed to the reſpectable body of Yeomanry in 


the county of Northampton, to whom it could 
with propriety be dedicated. That zeal and 
puatriotic ardour which you have ſhewn in ſo 
nobly ſtepping forward as the defenders of your 
Country, and which forms the moſt prominent 
Frature in the Britiſh character, ſuggeſted to me 
a wiſh to find in you the patrons of this ſmall, 
theugb loyal production: eſpecially ſince the ſen- 
timents and principles it inculcates are ſo conge- 
nial with thoſe manifeſied by your loyalty, in 
becoming the guardians and protectors of our 


happy 


| [ ww. | 
happy Conſtitution. Preſuming, therefore, in 
ſome degree, upon | your approbati on, I venture 
150 lay it before the Public, and to ſubſcribe 
myſelf, with much reſpect, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your fincere friend, 
And fellow-countryman, 


THE AUTHOR. 


. Davenray, 
March 34, 1797» 
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TO THE 
READER, 


H- AD the Sod merely e his own 

feelings, the following Sermon would never 

Y have been offered to the Public, as it was 

written not with the leaft defign of publication, 

being the production of a few hours, and in- 

tended to inculcate, more immediately among his 

own pariſhi oners, a ſpirit of unanimity, loyalty, 

- and patriotiſm ; and to recommend an obedience 
_ to the Laws of the Realm. 

That it was put to the preſs has been in com- 
pliance with the wiſhes of many reſpectable 
Gentlemen who think it calculated to do good. 

Ro Should it have the ſmalleſt tendency to promote 
a more ardent love of Country, the Author will - 
be bighy gratifed ; at the ſame time that be 

world 


[vi 1 
would feel happy in being able to contribute tg 
the ſupport of thoſe unfortunate perſons who are 
the beneficiaries of that noble and benevolent 
 Charity—NoRTHAMPTON INFIRMARY. 


| Under theſe conſiderations, conſcious that it 
has nothing to recommend it befides the fincerity 
of the ſentiments it contains, and that it has no 


claim to the merit of a regular compoſition, the 
Auther ſubmits it to the candour of a generous 
Public. 
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RonAxs, xi. 33. 


OTE DEPTH OF THE RICHES, BOTH OF THE WISDOM 
AND KNOWLEDGE OF GOD! HOW UNSEARCHABLE ARE 
HIS JUDGMENTS, AND HIS WAYS PAST FINDING OUT 


IN the work of creation, in the govern- 
ment of the univerſe, and in the plan of 
redemption, the Divine wiſdom and bene- 
volence are clearly illuſtrated. 
] | Thoſe perfections and attributes of the 
| Almighty which are uniformly exerciſed for 
the happineſs of the human race, are infinite 
and unlimited. Every thing that was, that 
is, and is to be, in the whole compaſs of 
| exiſtence, and in the whole meaſure of time, 
bs cannot elude the reach of his wiſdom and in- 
BY timate knowledge. All the events that:come 
| to paſs through the divine agency of God are 
undoubtedly the reſult of his juſtice and per- 
25 „ fect 
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fect goodneſs. But againſt the benevolence 
of the Almighty, the introduction of evil into 
this ſyſtem of the univerſe has been urged 
as an objection; and the fall of our firſt 


parents has been repreſented as militating 


againſt this amiable and diſtinguiſhing cha- 
racter iſtic of the Deity. 


If this great event be conſidered as one 
ſingle independent circumſtance, unconnected 
with any thing in the great œconomy of God, 
it perhaps wilt not eaſily be reconciled with 
human reaſon ; but if we regard it as a link 
in that great chain which extends into eter- 

nity, and as diſplaying more gloriouſly the 


wiſdom, power, and goodneſs of God, every 


objection ceaſes, and the ſtupendous work of 


man's redemption by the Lamb that was ſlain 
from the foundation of the world, exhibits 
ſuch an illuſtrious diſpenſation of the Al- 
mighty, that could not have been effected 


had not the fall of our firſt parents taken 
place. 


85 Though man fell from his primeval purity 
and happmeſs, that ſame benevolent Being 
which firſt called him into exiſtence, pointed 


out 
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out a method to reſtore him to his favour. 
That ſacred book which traces the origin of 


ſin in this lower world, kindly directs us to 


the benign and healing hand which has 
power to pluck. out the ſting, and to infuſe 


into the wounded boſom the ſovereign balm 
"of YEE. —  - 


From this apparent impeachment of the 
wiſdom and benevolence of God, infidels and 
atheiſts have dared to erect their ill-founded 
banners againſt the ſcripture account of 


fallen man; and a bold and modern reformer, 
with ſceptical arrogance*, has lately been 
| levelling his poiſonous, though futile attacks, 


againſt that ſacred book of the revealed will 


of God, which is the ſource of preſent and 
future Happineſs to man. But in anſwer to 


this enemy of all religion, an able and judi- 


cions defence has been written by a perſon 
eminent for talents, and diſtinguiſhed by | 
learning and piety ; and as a corroborating 
proof of the aſſertion delivered by the Son of 


God himſelf, © that 8 Le gates of hell ſhall 
eder prevail againſt bis divine religion, this 


5 defender 


* Paine's Age of Reaſon. Fo Matt. xvi, 18. 
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defender of Revelation has not only refuted 


every argument urged by that wicked ſon of 


Belial, but has ſhewn him to the world to be 


both a ſuperficial reaſoner as well as groſly 


ignorant of thoſe very ſcriptures, the authen- 


ticity of which, with infidel boldneſs, he has 


dared to impeach. 


T he defence of Revelation to which I allude 
is AN APOLOGY FOR THE BIBLE,” 


written by the Biſhop of Landaff. It is a 
book, which, for ſoundneſs of argument, for 


the extenſive knowledge of the ſcriptures it 
proves the author to poſſeſs, and for the Chriſ- 
tian candour and piety it uniformly breathes, 


is eminently entitled to the attention of every 


friend of religion; and even from the pulpit 
1 ſhall not ſcruple to recommend it to every 


one who would rather build their happineſs 
upon the immortal pillars of the ſacred and 
infallible word of God, than upon the fig- 


ments of falſe philoſophy, or any foundation 
of man 8 invention. 


In ſhort, ſuch is the excellent nature, and 
benevolent tendency of this publication, that 

it deſerves to be in the hands of every well- 

_ wither to the church; for while it exhibits 

to 
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and aff: ion for the beit of Kings — 
King who may be called che Father of his 
People, becauſe the welfare and happineſs of 


1 
to the Chriſtian the moſt ſolid defence of his 
principles, it will prove the beft antidote 
againſt thoſe ſpecious, pernicious, and poi- 


ſonous productions of the vain, evil-minded, 


and levelling philoſophers of the preſent day. 


This is an age dangerous to virtue and 
religion; and it behoves all who wiſh to pre- 
ſerve a proper ſenſe of God, and to diſcharge 


alſo their duty to men, to repel, as they 


would a ſerpent from their boſoms, all thoſe 
inſidious attempts which are too often made 
by wicked and deſigning men, to weaken not 
only our attachment to our preſent excellent 


Conſtitution, but alt> tv weaken that obliga- 
tion to virtue and integrity which is cemented 


by religion for the welfare, ſecurity, and hap- 


pineſs of mankind, 


There are not wanting thoſe, who, on 


every occaſion, are reg dy, by their ſeditious 
intentions, to withdraw cur attachment from 
our vil - modeiied Crooillitution, and to 


deſtroy. by ther permegus views, our loyalty 
or a 


this 
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this kingdom is the uniform and governing 
principle of his reign. 


The meaſures which have lately been 


adopted for the ſecurity and preſervation of 
this Country are founded in neceſſity, and 


conſequently juſtified by the exigence of the 


times. They are ſo far from being oppreſſive, 
that I perſuade myſelf no man who coolly 
and diſpaſſionately conſiders their nature, and 
the falutary end they were intended to pro- 
mote, would for a moment heſitate to give 
his hearty and cordial aſſent to them: while 
_ every Lover of his Country will approve of 


them as proper, and wholly beneficial to the 


community at large, he will likewiſe regard 
them, from their temporary nature, as cal- 
culated for an advantage to the perſons upon 
whom they are to operate. 


I hope there is no one in this aſſembly, 
and I would wiſh to hope that there were no 


one in this Country who calls himſelf an 
Engliſhman, but what would ſtep for ward, 


{did his Country require him) to defend 
that Religion and that Country which are 
the well- boaſted privileges of Englilnmen, 
'As 
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As a Miniſter of the c I feel! it in- 
cumbent upon me, in my public official capa- 
city, to defend that religion which is the 
eſtabliſhed religion of the Country ;—but 
though I reſpect my profeſſion, yet I have 
alſo an intereſt as a private individual in de- 
fending that religion, upon which both the 


preſent and future happineſs of man is 


founded. 


Every one of you has tlie fame 1 inte reſt | in 
religion that every profeſſional miniſter has 


jou owe the ſame duty to your God— 


your hopes of immortality are built upon the 
ſame ſolid foundation ;—and it is from this 
divine ſource that you derive every aſſiſtance 


to ſupport your virtuous endeavours amidit 
all the viciſſitudes of this chequered life. 


Under an impreſſion of thoſe ſacred duties 
which our religion enjoins upon all, I am led 


_ to believe that no man, who poſſeſſes either 
the magnanimity of a patriot or the fortitude 
of a ſincere Chriſtian, would preſume to 
counteract a meaſure evidentiy deſigned to 


ſecure us in the peaceable poſſeſſion of our 
religion 


(v3 
religion, and to protect our Country, and 


every thing that is dear to us. 


Let no one, who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, 
act ſo much beneath his character as to 


oppoſe, by any diſorderly conduct, a meaſure 


which is ſet on foot purpoſely to defend his 
Country's cauſe, and the cauſe of Religion 
that Country and that Religion which were 


our anceſtors boaſt—for which our noble 
fathers bled, and which your children hope 
to receive from you, as the beſt inheritance 


you can tranſmit to them. 


See to what ruin and deſolation the viſionary 
principles of thoſe miſguided and half taught 


philoſophers have reduced a neighbouring 
kingdom! and if the influence of thoſe prin- 


ciples were to gain ground in our favoured 
Iſle, we may bid adieu to England's glory, 
and to England's happineſs. | 


Let us then, with the loyalty of patriots, 
and the well- guided magnanimity of Chriſ- 
tians, endeavour to diſcharge every duty 
which our Leun and our God enjoin us to 
perform. 


I am 
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I am now, I truſt, ſpeaking to Engliſh- 
men who feel for their Country's honour ; 
and, as they love their fellow-creatures, their 
Y families, and their God, will glory in the 
defence ef their Country, with whoſe proſ- 


perity all theſe endearing intereſts are con- 
nected. 


If we cheriſh and give countenance to that 
ſyſtem of falſe liberty which in France has 
brought thouſands to the moſt cruel and bar- 
barous deaths—which has introduced into 
that country the moſt unparalleled miſeries, 
—and, under the pretext of giving liberty to 
its inhabitants, has at length reduced them 
to the moſt wretched ſlavery, —if we cheriſh 
_ theſe, inſtead of preſerving the ſacred privi- | 
leges for which Engliſhmen have long been — 
| eavied, we ſhall entail a curſe upon our chil- 
dren and poſterity. 
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If, by conduct repugnant to the meaſures 
- of our Legiſlators, you encourage or wickedly 
abet thoſe who are enemies to our Country 
' and our Religion, with your hands you per- 
| haps may prepare a poniard for the boſom 
of your children—you will give to the em- 
1 - G braces 
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braces of aſſaſſins the perſons of your wives 
and daughters, and cauſe the ſtreams of Br;- 
tiſh blood to flow, as did that of thoſe un- 
happy victims of French liberty ;—you will 
contribute perhaps to the deſtruction of the 
Nebleſt Bulwark which, by the Providence of 
God, was ever erected amongſt men,—the 
_ indignation of your day and poſterity will 
fall upon your heads, and you will have 
accumulated a load of crime to anſwer for 
at the Bar of God. 


Is it not the love of parent, wife, child, 
brother, friend, and fellow-creature, that call 
upon you to co-operate with the well-meant 
deſigns of Government, for the ſecurity and 
: Protektion of theſe blelſings? 


Is it not the love of truth, order, decency, 


peace, juſtice, property, law, religion, and 


God, that ſolicit your acquieſcence in, and 
_ conſent to, plans that are forming for the 
defence of all theſe Britiſh privileges? If 
theſe are truths, (which I am perſuaded 
every well-diſpoſed mind will admit,) let us, 
with unanimity and Chriſtian fortitude, per- 

form one of the firſt duties of ſociety, by. 


appr oving 88 
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approving ourſelves lovers of our Country, 
defenders of our Religion and Laws —the 
guardians of our Prince's throne, and the 
protectors of our fellow- ſubjects. 


Let us, as Men, as Chriſtians, and as 
Britons, bluſh at the idea of diſnonouring 
the patriotiſm of our anceſtors by bringing a 
ſtain upon that Country and Conſtitution 
which they committed unimpared to us. 
And in order to avoid this, I would recom- 

mend it to every fellow - countryman to 

behave in a peaceable, quiet, decent, and 
ſober manner—in a manner which becomes 
every conſcientious Chriſtian and Engliſh- 
man. As a friend to religion, good order, 
and peace, I would ſincerely recommend to 
every one to ſhun the company of thoſe, 
who, from a falſe notion of an arbitrary or 

_ oppreſſive meaſure being undertaking by our 
Government, ſeem to diſcover a diſpoſition 


unfriendly to the peace and quiet of ſociety. 


But, as it is a plan ſolely undertaken for the 
ſecurity of our privileges, and with a view 
of putting a ſpeedy and honourable end to 
the War, every honeſt man, who is actuated 

„ 5 
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by a principle of public good, will readily 


concur in it. 


As ths 0 are ſuperior to thoſe 
of other Countries; and as Engliſhmen and 
Proteſtants, we have a motive to deſpiſe every 


unmanly, diſhoneſt, and baſe action. 


Let no one of you, then, mix with thoſe 


who ſhew a turbulent and diſorderly con- 
duct, but ſpurn at the very mention of 
forming a faction; and, as becomes ſincere 
and patriotic Chriſtians, diſcourage, as much 
as in your power, every riotous proceeding 
of an unprincipled and vicious rabble. | 


There are none but the vicious, the un- 


principled, and the idle, that would aſſemble 
together for diſorderly purpoſes ; and men 
of this deſcription will not ſcruple to trample _ 
upon every thing that is ſacred, virtuous, or 
honourable. With ſuch men, and into ſuch 
company, go not; for whether you are in 
the capacity of Servants, Labeurers, or Tradeſ- 
men, your character becomes ſuſpected of dif- 
affection to your Country- and when your 
185 conduct has given occaſion to a charge of 


ſuch 


| 
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ſuch an odious nature, be aſſured that it will 
be difficult to redcem a fair reputation, 


With ſuch a ſtain, what recommendation 


 haveyou to the patronage of your employers? 


what ſecurity for your probity and inte- 
grity ?—none !— but you perhaps will be 


ſhunned and deſpiſed by perſons of reſpecta- 


bility and worth, and being looked upon as 


of infamous character, you will at length 
become the Peſt of Society. Beſides, what 
advantage can ariſe from tumultuous rioting? 
Drone! but it is frequently productive of 
infinite evils to ſociety. 


Look to that Depopulated, Fallen, and 


Ruinous Country, where the young, the ho- 


nourable, and the aged, have been dragged 
under the axe land remember that it was 
a want of a proper ſenſe of religion that laid 
the foundation for all thoſe niſeries which 


followed the Revolution there. 


Ves! it was owing to this, and to the 
ſeditious harangues of their deluded philo- 


ſophers, that an unprincipled and lawleſs 
rabble, by riotous proceedings, have deſo- 


lated 
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lated the fineſt Country—have laid villages 
and towns in aſhes ;—and from the moſt re- 
fined and poliſhed people in the world, they 
have become the moſt cruel, barbarous, and 
deſpotic! 


Can you look without horror towards 
thoſe ſcenes of miſery and bloodſhed which 
have been committed by bands of murderers 
and robbers—by violators of female chaſtity, 
and plunderers of ſacred property? 


The page of Hiſtory will long be ſtained 
with the blackeſt catalogue of crimes that 
ever diſgraced a nation! Had the floodgates 
of hell been opened, and its wretched inha- 
bitants convened under the banners of i niquity, 
a more horrible ſpeCtacle could not have been 
exhibited than what has been occaſioned by 
the ſavage mobs of French equality! 


Have they not plundered Churches, and 
thrown into ruins all the ſacred edifices of 
religion ? Have they not robbed the widow 
and the orphan, and driven to miſery and 
wretchedneſs the innocent and unprotected = 

Fan ö 
Widows 
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Widows are left to mourn the untunely 
end of their murdered huſbands, —children, 
bereaved of the protecting hand of a father, 
or the foſtering care of a tender mother, are 
reduced to beggary and want—compelled to 
wander from place to place, and, like miſer- 
able exiles, baniſhed to ſeek for refuge it in a 
foreign country! 


Neither virtue, beauty, nor innocence, 
were the leaſt ſecurity againſt the unbridled 
paſſions of theſe inhuman butchers, who 
have torn from their homes wives, daughters, 
and children, and, without diſtinction, have 
plunged into their unoffending boſoms the 
reeking dagger. Deaf to ths cries of a2 
parent, or the affectionate entreaties of a 
huſband, theſe monſters in a human ſhape 

have dared to violate the ſacred perſons of 
beloved wives and amiable daughters, and 
with polluted hands have deſtroyed for ever 
the pureſt ſources of domeſtic bliſs. 


Shall the virtue and gallant ſpirit of an 
_ Engliſhman ſlumber while he hears at a diſ- 
' tance the authors of ſuch miſeries threaten 
to invade his Country! ? Will not the feelings 

of 


1 


of a father, a huſband, or a brother, be 
awakened in the boſom of every one who 
contemplates the ſad and melancholy train 
of rapine, conflagration, and carnage, that 
has been perpetrated in France ? 


I call upon you, my fellow - countrymen, 


in the language of benevolence and pa- 


triotiſm, to perform a duty in which your 
Country and your God admoniſh you to 


engage, 


While the murdered blood of parents, 


wives, children, brothers, and friends, cries 


aloud for vengeance upon the furious dema- 


gogues of the French Republic—and while 


This Country, with ſentiments of lamentation, 


pathetically commiſerates the ſufferings of 
the unhappy victims of the Revolution—in 


the true ſpirit of patriotiſm She calls upon 


every individual to rally round the ſtandard 
of Britiſh Liberty, to protect our property 


from the hands of robbers—to preſerve our 


wives and daughters from the violation of 


monſters - to fave our children from the 


daggers of aſſaſſins, and to defend our habita- 


tions 
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tions from the ferocious incurſions of wanton 


deſtroyers. 


For the ſake of your religion, your coun- 


try, your laws, your King, and for huma- 


nity, tremble at the very thought of bringing 


on ſimilar miſeries in this Kingdom; and 
let the awful example of France induce every 


one of us to be unanimous 1n repelling the 
attacks of that ſyſtem of enthuſiaſtic liberty 


which, inſtead of giving happineſs to a 
people, is only calculated to enſlave them. 


De le I have been recalling to your 


| conſideration the memorable and dreadful 


conſequences of the revolution of unhappy 


France the diabolical acts of that LEGION 
of infernal ſpirits which has annihilated every 


principle of virtue, and deſtroyed all thoſe 
tender ſentiments which ennoble human 
nature while I have endeavoured to repre- 


tent to your view that HYDRA of iniquity 
which has ſtalked forth as an HORRIBLE 


PHENOMENON in the earth —which has 
been attempting to eſtabliſh miſery, anarchy, 


and confuſion upon the ruins of order, peace, 


and happineſs—which has burſt the bands 
8 8 of 
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of religion - broken aſunder the ties of every 
human obligation; and, to fill up the mea- 
ſure of her atrocious ſyſtem of barbarity, 
now wallows in the loweſt gulph of brutal 
ſavageneſs; while I have brought to your 
painful recollection the mournful effects of 
doctrines enthuſiaſtically propagated by a 
deluded people, erroneonſly purſuing after 
liberty ;—I am happy in beholding the prin- 
ciples of a ſyſtem clothed in the ſpecious 
garb of fraternal friendſhip, and once in- 
ſinuating themſelves into the minds of the 
unwary, now ſinking into total neglect; and 
held in as much abhorrence by my fellow- 
countrymen, as are thoſe hordes of deſpotic 
tyrants, who have falſely ſtyled themſelves 
the friends of _ and enlightened philo- 
ſophers. 


Yes! 3 Tejoice in witneſſing a ſpirit of 
unanimity prevailing among all ranks and 
conditions of Britons. The ſleeping virtue 
of England, jealous of her enviable diſtinc- 
tion, now wakes to cruſn the eneinies of her 
happy Conſtitution, and to give the ſolemn 
death-blow to the gaſcon2ding invaders of 


her glorious liberties. Never was patriotiſm, 
honour, 


191 
honour, or magnanimity better diſplayed 
than in thoſe true friends of their Country 


who are at this time, in all parts of England, 
ſtepping forward in her defence. 


Animated by the ſincereſt principles of 
loyalty, we have ſeen the moſt reſpectable 
bodies of men, with voluntary intrepidity, 
incorporating themſelves as the military 
guardians of the Kingdom ;—and it is to 
the ſame principles of public ſpirit that Eng- 
land is indebted for the different CORPS 
OF YEOMANRY which now adorn and 
give ſecurity to her borders. 


In bearing grateful teſtimony t to the meri- 
torious exertions of theſe invaluable friends 


of Britiſh liberty, I ſpeak the ſentiments of 


every faithful Engliſhman. But I am per- 
ſuaded that thoſe feelings which glow in the 
boſoms of honeſt Britons will be the beſt 

reward for the ſervices you are rendering 
your country. I need not remind you that 
the ſentiments which, in the preſent ſituation 
of affairs, ſeem to pervade the breaſts of Eng- 
liſamen, were the ſentiments that animated 

your fathers in their glorious ſtruggle fer 
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liberty ;—but in the whole annals of Hiſtory 
there is not to be found a Cauſe, to rouſe 

the ſpirit and indignation of Britons, equal 
to that which now demands our efforts. 


We have ſeen, however, a general emula- 
tion burſting forth, and actuating the minds 


of our Countrymen, whoſe diſtinguiſned 


ſituation precludes all cauſe of fear; and 


were I to ſpeak more locally, I muſt 
advert to thoſe ſpirited perſons of various 
ranks in my own County in whom I have 


had the pleaſing ſatisfaction of ſeeing exem- 
plified thoſe principles which do honour to 


a Britiſh heart—I mean the DIVISION OF 


THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE YEO- 
MANRY.—It is the patriotic character of 


theſe, together with the other Yeomanry, and 
different loyal PHALANXES of which the 
Kingdom now can boaſt, that ſhall ſtrike the 
enemy into terror, and reſtore to the world 


the bleſſings of Peace—1t is in theſe that we 


may confide as our avengers and faviours— 
as the impregnable g guardians of our Religion 


and Laws. 


The 


E 


The æra of Republican triumph and licen- 
tiouſneſs will, I truſt, ſoon be for ever cloſed, 
and upon her downfal, may virtue, religion, 
and true liberty be firmly eſtabliſhed ! 


* ce Tf God be for us, who ſhall be able 


to prevail againſt us?” And ſurely our God 
will go forth with us to victory, and appoint 
us his choſen inſtruments to puniſh an in- 
fidel and atheiitical nation—a nation which 


has blaſphemouſſy invaded the prerogative 


of the Moſt Higb, and, as a part of her horrid 
ſyſtem, has profanely ſet up HUMAN 
REASON as an ommpotent goddeſs, with 


a view of ſuperſeding the ſacred dictates of 
Heaven. 


While we go forth againſt ſuch an enemy, 
our cauſe muſt inſpire us with fortitude, 
and enable us firmly to rely on the protec- 


tion of the Almighty in the defence of our 
holy religion. 


Among the Patriots of the Kingdom, 
when our Religion and all that is valuable to 


us is threatened to be deſtroyed by an in- 
vwoug 
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vading foe, it behoves all to come forward 
for the preſervation of their privileges ; and 
though the ſacred functions attached to the 
Clerical Order may be thought by ſome a 
reaſon for diſpenſing with their ſervices on 
this occaſion, yet there are many Clergymen 
in the Kingdom, from the beſt of motives, 
| have honourably enrolled themſelves among 
the defenders of their country. May the 
Banners under which they go forth, with all 
our fellow - countrymen, be thoſe of the 
GREAT FOUNDER OF RELIGION, 
and may the CROSS OF CHRIST triumph 
over our enemies, thoſe infernal emiſſaries of 
the Prince of Darkneſs, and enable us to 
tranſmit to poſterity the bleſſings of a free, a 
virtuous, and a happy Nation! 


It will, I apprehend, at this SY be 
almoſt ſuperfluous for me to remind you of 
our ſuperiority as a Nation, ſince I am in- 
clined to believe thoſe who were once led to 
admire the new-fangled doctrines of modern 
France with a degree of enthuſiaſm, muſt 
have ſickened at the recital of the effuſion of 
human blood with which thoſe barbarous 
: monſters have been gorged. Should, how- 
ever, 
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ever, any one fil] be diſpoſed to expect a 
happier lot in conſequence of the high- 
ſounding words of liberty, fraternity, and 
equality, let me aſſure him that he will find 
himſelf moſt egregiouſly deceived. Many 
of thoſe unhappy wretches who were the 
tools of the reigning faction, when /:berty 
was the watch-word to acts of violence, and 
terror the order of the day, now mourn the 
fatal effects of their deluſion, and curſe the 
hour in which wed were panes of their 
virtuous Monarch. 


They now wake only to witneſs freſh 
ſcenes of miſery, and cloſe their eyes in 
accumulated wretchednels. 


Among what deſcription of men are the 
advantages of that country to be diſcovered ? 
Thoſe who, in the higher ranks, formerly 
poſſeſſed property, have been plundered by a 
banditti of thieves—their goods have been 
confiſcated to a lawleſs rabble of pretended. 
legiſlators—and they themſelves have been 
overwhelmed in the general ruin. 


Are 
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Are the Poor raiſed to that happy ſtate of 


equality which their abandoned leaders led 


them to hope for? Alas! too true it is, 


that the lives of theſe unfortunate perſons 
are liable to be ſacrificed at the unhall;wed 


ſbrine of falſe liberty, and their complaints 
are frequently redreſſed by the magic charm 


of the lulling Guillotine. Is there any pro- 
viſion made in that country for worthy 
objects in diſtreſs? Do we hear of contri- 


butions for alleviating the ſufferings and 
hardſhips of their fellow men ? Is the genial 
hand of charity ready to diffuſe its bleſſings 
among the ſons of ſorrow ? No !—the virtue, 


the liberty, and the happineſs of France are 
for ever fled, and as an awful example to the 
world, her glory is now finking to riſe no 


more! 


It is to ENGLAND we muſt look for thoſe | 
ſentiments of virtue, humanity, and com- 


paſſion, which dignify the ſoul and here 


permit me to call to your recollection thoſe 
noble inſtances of charity, philanthropy, 
and libcrality which the poor experienced 


from perſons of the firſt reſpectability when 
a ſcarcity was apprehended---their wants 


were 
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were anticipated by all ranks, and the 
bleſſings of plenty were generally diffuſed. 


This Country is eminently diſtinguiſhed 
for charitable deſigns and benevolent inſtitu- 


tions—and when any meaſure has been pro- 


poſed likely to benefit the Poor, or any plan 
has been ſet on foot, whether originating from 
the State, or from a more private ſource, if it 


was calculated to adminiſter relief to the 


needy, who has not beheld with pleaſure and 
admiration the zeal with which it has been 
undertaken, and the liberality and ſteadineſs 
with which it has been ſupported! 


' Thoſe ſcenes of ſplendour and magni- 
ficence which formerly characterized the 


French Nation are now changed into a ſable 


gloom. The order of nature appears in- 
verted —domeſtic peace and public tran- 


quillity are transformed into diforder and 
miſery; and every object bears the melan- 
choly marks of Lamentation, Mourning, and 
Moe. Were a true picture of that degene- 
rated Nation to be repreſented to the vier 
of a feeling Engliſhman, how would he 


lament over her calamities, when comparing 
ans SES 
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her former greatneſs with her preſent ruined, 
diſtorted ſtate ! 


O FRANCE! FRANCE! HOW ART 
THOU FALLEN! Thou that waſt a pro- 


moter of Science, an encourager of the 


Arts, and a ſplendid ſeat for the patrons of 


elegant Literature, now exhibiteſt nothing 
but wretchedneſs, ſterility, and monſtrous 
barbarity. Induſtry, which was the pride 
and ſupport of the honeſt labourer and me- 


chanic, neither meets with encouragement 
or patronage. The peaceful huſbandman, 
| whoſe occupation was to till the ground, 
has been forced from his rural employ to the 


din of War and the claſh of Arms, to imbrue 
the crimſoned plains of battle with more 


human blood. —Or—ſhould he ſurvive to 
_ reviſit what was once his home—alas, how 


changed ! His cottage deſtroyed—his friends 


no more — and his children — thoſe dear 


pledges of his affection, who cheered him 
in proſperity, and conſoled him in the hour 
of adverſity—now only live in his diſcon- 


| folate memory. Such are the effects of Re- 


publican fury! Could you but penetrate 


into thoſe gloomy receſſes in which are buried 
us 20 RD 
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the living remains of injured humanity, how 
would the compaſſionate heart revolt at the 
ſight! Immured within the walls of horrid 
priſons, you would there behold the ſad 
victims of revolutionary phrenzy and miſ- 
taken liberty. Many of thoſe, whoſe in- 
duſtry procured themſelves and families all 
the comforts of life, are now pining in in- 
digence and want others, who were the poſ- 
ſeſſors of affluence, or a genteel competency, 
are ſtruggling in all the wretchedneſs of abject 
poverty or lingering in the confines of the 
vileſt dungeons here the glorious lamp of 
day never ſheds luis beams—expofed to the 
pains of hunger—withheld from the ſoothing | 
language of friendſhip—no kind viſitor to 
| Cheer their dejected minds - no ſympathetic 
voice to alleviate their affliction—and de- 
prived of every hope fave the laſt ſolemn one 
of death, they look to the ſilent grave, as a 
friendly refuge from the troubles of life. 


Can you contemplate without the moſt 
pungent grief the deplorable fituation of him 
who was once the fond huſband, the kind 
father, and the reſpectful friend ?—Or, can 
you witneſs without the tendereſt emotion 
E "0 > hs 
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the unhappy ſtate of her in whom were 


united all the endearing qualities of the 
affectionate wife, the tender mother, and the 


amiable companion ; who, from the com- 


forts of civil ſociety and the ſocial intercourſe 


of friends, have been dragged into cruel con- 


finement, and bereaved of every enjoyment 
for which alone life 1s valuable. And— 


while with an aching heart and tearful eye 


you commiſerate theſe ſcenes of human cala- 
mity and unparalleled affliction will not 
your boſoms exult with the warmeſt gra- 


titude in being the inhabitants of That 


favoured Country where the bleſſings of 
genuine liberty, true religion, and real hap- 


pineſs, are diffuſed among all ranks—and 
enjoyed by the humbleſt peaſant, as well as 


the ne who ſits on the Throne. 


We of this Country, who poſſeſs a 


RELIGION and a CONSTITUTION ſo 
ſuperior to our enemies, have nothing to 


fear in a time of danger, if we are actuated 
by the animating principles which the New 
Teſtament inculcates ; and under the ſacred 


BANNERS of our God, and the great 


Captain 
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captain of our Salvation, our cauſe will 
triumph over the artful machinations of de- 
ſigning and unprincipled men. While we 


exemplify in our conduct the benign in- 


fluence of the benevolent principles of the 
Goſpel, and by our virtuous practice en- 
deavour to defend our Religion and our 
Country, as ſacred Jruſts committed to us 


of God, we may reſt aſſured that a BRITISH 


ARMY, and a BRITI:H NAVY is, and 


muſt be, INVINCIBLE. 


: You will ROW that I have wandered 
widely from the ſubje& upon which I at firſt 
| ſet out; and have addreſſed you upon a 


topic which you probably did not expect. 
If I have deviated from the uſual nature of 


a pulpit diſcourſe my attachment to my 
Country my regard for the intereſt of our 
Religion, and my wiſhes for the peace and 
good order of ſocicty, wall, I Tops, plead my 


apology. 


With this aſſurance, I have only further 


to remind you, that you are CHRISTIANS, = 
PROTEST 4 , aw! BRITONS, and 


that = 
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that for the performance or the omiſſion of 
thoſe duties which belong to theſe reſpective 
characters, remember you muſt all anſwer at 
the righteous TRIBUNAL OF GOD. 


